OTA Program Vision Statement
The Ameritech College of Healthcare Associate of
Science Occupational Therapy Assistant Program believes that graduates who experience its community
of learning will become compassionate therapists who
demonstrate excellence, wisdom, skill and professional
practice.

Occupational Therapy Assistant Program Philosophy

Program Threads
1. Occupation
a. As both means and ends when
designing and delivering services to
individuals, groups or for population
based services
b. As the driver for choosing, designing
and implementing therapeutic intervention
2. Critical Thinking
a. Problem solving process
b. Multi-faceted clinical reasoning
c. Use of evidence in making practice
decisions
d. The Occupational Therapy Practice
Framework: Domain and Process, 3rd
ed.
as an organizing framework
e. Collaboration with consumers, their
support systems, and colleagues
3. Professionalism
a. Connection to professional
organizations
b. Lifelong learning
c. Ethical reasoning and decision-making
d. Communication skills
e. Self-assessment

The philosophy of the Ameritech College of Healthcare
Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) Program supports its mission and goals. The program provides an
education that leads to the development of knowledge,
skills, attitudes, and behaviors required for professional
entry-level practice as an Occupational Therapy Assistant. Central to the Ameritech College of Healthcare
Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) Program are
concepts that are embraced by the Occupational Therapy Assistant program faculty and supported in the
occupational therapy profession. The Occupational
Therapy Assistant program faculty has chosen to
construct the program based on the American
Occupational Therapy Association’s published philosophy that defines occupational therapy as a profession
based on occupations and the belief that engagement
in meaningful occupations is crucial for development,
health and well-being across the lifespan (Christiansen,
Backman, Little, & Nguyen, 1999).

OTA Program Curriculum Design
The curriculum is logically structured to achieve identified individual and program outcomes. The Ameritech
College of Healthcare Occupational Therapy Assistant
Program builds upon a foundation of the arts, sciences,
and humanities. The curriculum is designed to prepare
students as generalists who demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to become competent, occupational therapy assistants. The primary
threads that run through the program are critical components necessary to develop students with the essential skills, professional attitudes and practice competencies required to become OTA professionals, as stated in
our mission.

Student Fieldwork Goals

Ameritech College of Healthcare
Mission Statement
The mission of Ameritech College of Healthcare’s
Occupational Therapy Assistant Program is to
prepare graduates with the essential skills,
professional attitudes and practice competencies
needed to succeed in their roles as occupational
therapy assistants. This mission statement
supports the Ameritech College of Healthcare’s
core values which are embedded into the
institution’s culture, dictate behavior, and are
reflected in our work. These core values include:
Integrity
We foster a culture of integrity where institutional principles of open communication, ethical
decision-making, and humility are encouraged,
expected, and demonstrated consistently. Not
only is doing the right thing simply how we do
business, but our actions reveal our commitment to truth telling and respecting the moral
wholeness of every person without conditions or
limitations.
Excellence
We create a culture of excellence by committing
to continuous growth, improvement, and lifelong
learning. We believe in a culture where
transformation is embraced, and the status quo
and mediocrity are not tolerated.
Student-Centered
We promote a culture that puts students’ interests first, acknowledging the student voice as
central to the learning experience. We affirm
and respect the uniqueness of and differences
among persons, ideas, values, and ethnicities.
Caring
We support a culture of caring, demonstrated by
an ability to understand the needs of others and
a commitment to always act in the best interests
of all stakeholders. This culture of caring considers the whole person, embraces acceptance,
embodies respect, and offers inclusivity.
Service
We advocate a culture of service by seeking to
improve the lives of those with whom we interact, and strive to contribute to the welfare of others. In service to others, we celebrate the richness of each individual, promote health, support
healing, and offer hope.
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The occupational therapy assistant program has has been granted
programmatic accreditation from the Accreditation Council for Occupational
Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 4720 Montgomery Lane, Suite 200, Bethesda, MD
20814-3449. ACOTE’s telephone number c/o AOTA is (301) 652-AOTA and its
web address is www.acoteonline.org. Once accreditation of the program has
been obtained, its graduates will be eligible to sit for the national certification
examination for the occupational therapy assistant administered by the
National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT). After
successful completion of this exam, the individual will be a Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COTA). In addition, most states require licensure
in order to practice; however, state licenses are usually based on the results
of the NBCOT Certification Examination. Note that a felony conviction may
affect a graduate’s ability to sit for the NBCOT certification examination or
attain state licensure.

